
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
April 7, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
April 7, 2015.  

Prior to the regular meeting, the Commission held a work session from 3:30-4:20 PM to 
discuss the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline Replacement.  The work session was 
open to Commissioners, Management, other District staff and the public.  No action was 
taken. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; 
Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kathy White, HR Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and 
Audience:  Diane Robertson, Judy Littlefield, Jones Atterberry, former PUD 
Commissioner, Terri Cook, and Curt Tronsdal. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for April 7, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 03/31/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2613 

Voucher Nos. 3009-3061, Payroll Check Nos. 8610-8689 ($302,696.65) 04/07/15 
The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported on the pipeline replacement work in Mount Vernon 
and 60% design review of the Division Street Tank Project. 

Operations Manager Fox reported that even if the leak on the Sedro-Woolley 
Transmission Pipeline had been found 20 feet away from where it was found, District 
crews were not equipped to work on that steep terrain.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if 
there had been any calls from the public regarding water quality due to use of chlorinated 
water from the Lefeber Intertie; Operations Manager Fox replied no, not a single call.  
Mr. Atterberry stated that he could not detect any difference in the water.  

Human Resource Manager White reported that the next all staff and safety meeting will 
be held on May 13 with sessions at 7:00 and 8:30 AM. 

Treasurer Dales gave a brief report on the delinquent LUD accounts, stating that 17 
letters were mailed, two accounts have made arrangements and 15 accounts remain and 
will be addressed with the next step in the foreclosure process.  Attorney Gilbert stated 
that two property owners have made arrangements for payment and there could possibly 
be two more; however, an attorney for a bank is misinterpreting the statutes.  Treasurer 
Dales also reported that the Finance Department continues work on the Annual Report 
due at the end of May. 

Under Old Business, Manager Powell presented an update regarding the proposed Mann 
Road LUD, stating that Macaulay & Associates has been retained to perform a special 
benefit assessment; however, their timeframe for completion is estimated to be two 
months.  Manager Powell stated that Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman 
received a letter indicating there may be archaeological items in the area and a cultural 
resource assessment may need to be performed.  

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented a request for contract authorization with 
Pacific Surveying & Engineering for boundary retracement and survey control on the 
Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline Replacement Project in the amount of $36,640.  
Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the request and authorized the General 



Manager to enter into a contract with Pacific Surveying & Engineering in the amount of 
$36,640.  The motion passed. 

Manager Powell stated that GeoEngineers will perform wetland delineation and soil 
boring work under their Agreement for Professional Services in the amount of $21,650. 

Under Audience Comments, Mr. Atterberry commented on agriculturally zoned property 
within the Mann Road LUD, stating that the assessments are set aside.  Manager Powell 
stated that Mr. Atterberry is correct, the assessment is carried until such time as the 
property is removed from the agricultural designation, at which time the whole 
assessment would be due and payable.  Mr. Atterberry stated that sometimes property 
owners want to take it out of the agricultural designation to pay the assessment over time 
rather than pay all at once should they decide to develop the property. 

Mr. Tronsdal stated he recently discussed the District’s property adjacent to the gun club; 
Commissioner Littlefield replied that the declaration of surplus property has been 
postponed until the meeting of April 14.  Manager Powell stated that the Josh Wilson 
Road property has already been declared surplus.  Commissioner Robertson stated that 
the negotiations can begin and the District will have a property appraisal performed to 
determine fair market value.  Commissioner Robertson stated that there has been 
publicity regarding lead in the gun club soil and while the District does not believe there 
is a lead issue with the District’s property, it will be sold “as is”.  Mr. Tronsdal stated he 
is just a shooter and will turn the information over to the president of the gun club. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of April 7, 2015 was adjourned at  
4:52 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


